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Carol Coletta is president and CEO of CEOs for Cities and 
host and producer of the nationally syndicated public ra-
dio show Smart City.

Before moving to Chicago to head CEOs for Cities, she 
served as president of Coletta & Company in Memphis. 
In addition, she served as executive director of the May-
ors' Institute on City Design, a partnership of the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, U.S. Conference of May-
ors and American Architectural Foundation.

Carol is a passionate advocate for cities, and she has de-
voted her life to answering the question: What makes 
cities succeed? Through her weekly conversations with 
urban leaders and thinkers on Smart City, her research 
and consulting, and now as leader of CEOs for Cities, she 
continues her ongoing quest for the answers.

Among her accomplishments, Carol hosted The Vine, a 
three-day gathering of internationally recognized speak-
ers for the Pacific Coast Builders Conference; she cre-
ated and hosted the Memphis Manifesto Summit with 
Richard Florida, the first gathering of the creative class 
to write their call to action for cities; she conceived and 
wrote the Talent Magnet Report, the first city blueprint 
aimed at attracting and retaining the creative class; and 
she co-authored Cultural Development in Creative Com-
munities for Americans for the Arts.

Carol was a Knight Fellow in Community Building for 
2003 at the University of Miami School of Architecture. 
Her paper on the Future of Cities, produced for the Uni-
versity of Houston Clear Lake's Future Studies program, 
was selected for presentation to the World Future Society annual meeting. She is currently a 
candidate for a Master of Design Methods at the Institute of Design at IIT. She is frequently 
interviewed as an expert on urban issues by national media and is an active speaker on the 
success formula for cities and creative communities.

SARASOTA INTERNATIONAL DESIGN SUMMIT
October 9-11, 2006

www.sarasotadesignsummit.com

Resource Links:
CEOs for Cities
Smart City Radio
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